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NATIONAL SEMINAR ON MENTAL RETARDATION 

25, 26 & 27 February 2011 

Inclusive Education for Children with 




Mental Retardation - An Introspection 




Challenges faced by 
the team of planners, 
executers, educators 

and parents 

i 



2. Efficiency of 

professionally trained 
teachers and availability 
of resources to meet 
the heterogeneous need: 

' — i — 



3. Knowledge and skims 
achieved by the 
adolescents with MR to 
face life with confidence 
and Independence 



T 



Planners: magnitude of the 
problem, clarity of vision 

Executers: Net working, 
adequacy of resources, 
apprehensions 

General educators 8c specia 
educators,- 

Transferring knowledge & 
skills/ hands on experience, 
team work 



Parents: expectations, 
uncertainty of future, lack of 
interactions & involvement 



Special models and 
effectiveness 

Effectiveness of our training 
courses in special education 

Dealing with heterogeneous 
groups & needs 

Adequacy of materia 
resources 

Technological needs 



, * 



Status of adolescents 
attending inclusive education 

Transitional needs 

Trained personnel to promote 
employment, Yoga, Adapted 
physical Education, Theatre 
arts for the holistic 
development 

Quality of life of persons 
with MR 

Need of revised system with 
new concepts. 



VISION of FDMSE 

le strength of all persons, including 
those with disabilities, can be 
awakened for constructive purpose by 
professionally trained teachers 






i 
i 



Contact address: 

Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University (RKMvu) 
Faculty of Disability Management and Special Education (fdmse) 

SRKV Post, Perianaikenpalayam, Coimbatore 641020, Tamil Nadu 
Phone+91 422 2697529, 2698553, Fax +91 422 2692353, e-mail: fdmedu@gmail.com, web: vihrdc.org 






nclusive Education for Children with 
Mental Retardation - an Introspection 



*> 




Precepts & practice in inclusive education 
for children with mental retardation: 
A reality check 

Do we have adequate human and material 
resources to fulfill the heterogeneous needs 
of children with mental retardation? 



Has inclusive education proved 
a better system to improve 
quality of life of children 
with mental retardation? 





Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University 

Faculty of Disability Management & 
Special Education (rkmvu-fdmse) 








Dear Sir/ Madam, 

Inspired by the vision of Swami Vivekananda, the great Indian Visionary, the Ramakrishna 
Mission initiated steps in 2004 to establish a University that would spread the blessings or 
education and development in India and other nations as well. The ministry of Human Resource 
Development, Government of India, as per its notification dated 5th January 2005, and 
based on the recommendations of the University Grants Commission, accorded a Deemed 
University Status to the Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University (RKMVU) . 

The University has its Faculty of Disability Management and Special Education (FDMSE) at 
the Ramakrishna Mission Vidyalaya, Coimbatore, Tamil Nadu. The UGC Review Committee, 
set up by the Ministry of HRD to evaluate performance of deemed Universities in India, 
accorded A grade status to our University. 





The need of education of children with disabilities has been recognized since long. The Nationa 
Policy on Education, 1 986 stated that The objective should be to integrate the physically and 
mentally handicapped with the general community as equal partners to prepare them for normal 
growth and enable them to face life with courage and confidence . The persons with disabilities 
act 1995, among other things, places a statutory responsibility on central, state and local 
governments to ensure that every child with disability has access to free education in an 
appropriate environment till the age 1 8 years. But over the years approach towards their 
education has undergone changes. Transiting from special education approach to integrated 
approach in nineteen eighties, the current focus has been on inclusive education. 



nclusive education for children with disability is about valuing the differences in the child and 
catering to their different needs, based on belief that all children can learn and should learn 
together. Of course, it is not a new concept, not a new practice,- many conferences and seminars 
were conducted on this theme. More and more children with MR are getting admitted in 
mainstream. Do we achieve the expected outcome if they are placed in main stream? Let us 
undertake a serious input- process - output analysis in relation to other time honoured practices. 

This is what we mean by "introspection". 



General objective of the seminar is to enable the personnel, involved in inclusive education of 
children with disabilities, especially the professionally trained teachers to awaken the strength in 
persons with disabilities for constructive purpose. Based on the vision of FDMSE and the 
concept and principles of inclusive education, the following 3 subtopics have been selected for 
introspection during the three days of seminar: 

1 . Challenges faced by the team of planners, executers, educators and parents to make 
inclusive education a success for children with mental retardation 

2. Efficiency of professionally trained teachers and adequacy of resources to meet the 
heterogeneous needs of children with mental retardation 

3. The knowledge and skills achieved by the adolescents with mental retardation to face life 
with confidence and independence. 




Day: 1 - Challenges faced by the team of planners, executers, educators and parents to make 
inclusive education a success for children with mental retardation 



• To bring together the stake holders, government and non-government agencies, involved in 
planning, execution and monitoring various aspects of inclusive education for children with 
mental retardation 

• To provide a platform for planners, executers, educators and parents to share their views and 
experiences on inclusive education of children with mental retardation. 

Day: 2 - Efficiency of professionally trained teachers and efficacy of resources to meet the 
heterogeneous needs of children with MR in inclusive education 

• To examine the various models of special education and their effectiveness 

• To discuss on the suitability and effectiveness of various Special Educators Training Courses 
at different levels to meet the heterogeneous needs of children with MR at SSA, RMSA 
and other inclusive settings 

• To analyze the gap between limited expertise and the heterogeneous needs of children with 
mental retardation in inclusive education 

• To find out needs of the children at various intellectual levels: mild & moderate, different 
categories such as cerebral palsy, autism and multiple handicaps 

• To discuss on inclusive education of children with mental retardation at different levels: Early 
childhood special education, primary, and middle school education 

• To examine the adequacy of resources necessary for the educational needs of Children with 
mental retardation 

Day: 3 - Status and the need of adolescents with MR who are about to leave inclusive 
education and plan for a meaningful transition 

• To discuss on the need to have trained personnel to promote employment and extracurricular 
activities such as yoga, adapted physical Education and Theatre Arts for the holistic 
development of persons with mental retardation "7 

• Future perspectives of inclusive education of children with mental retardatio 

• To examine the quality of life of persons with MR 

• To discuss on the need of revised system with new concepts 





Government officials representing Education, Welfare and HRD State coordinators of 
inclusive education | Representatives of Implementing agencies & special educators of SSA, 
RMSA | Representatives of parents associations | Parents having experience in educating 
their children with mental retardation in inclusive and segregated setting | Representatives of 
teacher training institutes | Principals/teachers from general education involved in inclusive 
education and | Principals/representatives of special schools for MR 

RKMVU is happy to invite you to be with us to introspect and share your reflections to promise 
a better quality of life to persons with mental retardation. We request you to register yourself by 
filling the registration form and mail to us before 7 January 201 1 . After receiving your mail, 
we will send you the necessary guidelines on preparation of abstract and submission of full paper 
and other required information. You are also requested to make copies of registration form and 
distribute to the interested and eligible persons. 

Requesting your cooperation and hoping to meet you, 



Yours in the Service of the Lord, 



s* 
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Swami Atmaramananda 

Administrative Head, RKMVU-FDMSE 












Ramakrishna Mission Vivekananda University, 

Faculty of 
Disability Management and Special Education 

Coimbatore 641 020 
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NATIONAL SEMINAR wT"w 
ON 

MENTAL RETARDATION 

25, 26 & 27 February 2011 



REGISTRATION FORM 



Delegate personal details 

Name: 



□ Male □ Female 



Profession/ 
Designation 



Organization: 



Address for contact: 



City: . 
State: 



Pin code: 



Telephone: 
Mobile: 



Email Address: 



Arrival Date: 



Departure Date: 



Do you want to present a paper: ^Yes dl\lo 
Topic: 



Registration & Accommodation payments: 

Registration fee inclusive of seminar kit 
& lunch excluding accommodation _ 

Dormitory type simple 
accommodation for 
three days inclusive of 
lodging and boarding 



?650 



1 650 + ? 750 = ? 1400 



Payment arrangements: 

DD/ Bank Transfer: 



-M^hr*^b^M-fcte~*dt*^^ 



